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This walk was intended to have two purposes. First, to get to know the HBS to consider whether it might 

be a suitable spot for a future interpretive centre; secondly to see whether the wetland area could be 

enhanced to improve its value as a naturalist's destination. A lot of progress was made on the second 

theme, with a number of ideas put forward. The most important idea concerned creating a circular 

walk. 

At present there is a reasonably pleasant walk along the Heritage Trail from Exploration Place to the 

Queensway parking lot and interpretive signs, and then a very pleasant walk from Queensway westward 

along the HeritageTrail. At the end of the main body of the slough, however, most recreational walkers 

would stop and return the way they came.  At present, a circular walk, allowing a return along the north 

side of the slough, requires navigating through a housing area, and then finding informal paths through 

the wetland.  Only the intrepid (who were among us, leading us on) would choose this route. However, a 

combination of boardwalks and a footbridge before reaching the housing area would give direct and 

pleasant access to the north of the slough. Upgrading of existing informal paths would then offer a route 

back to Exploration Place through a pleasant variety of habitats. 

If this enhanced circular walk could be created, we would have a very attractive central city destination 

for naturalists, dog-walkers, visitors, and those seeking gentle exercise.  It would compete with 

Cottonwood Park as the city's most pleasant extended stroll. The new route, combined with the regular 

recreational use that would ensue, would substantially reduce safety concerns.  

Other ideas regarding the slough included:  adding and signposting a clearly-marked route from 

Exploration Place; adding a viewing platform similar to the platform at Shane Lake; quickly replacing 

vandalized or worn-out interpretive signs; using apps in addition to physical signs for interpretation;  

adding several boardwalks to give access to points of interest; and wrapping trees against beaver 

damage. 

It was recognized that the slough could never be pristine. It is a key part of the City’s storm water 

management system. Runoff from roads and parking areas would mean that the water would always be 

compromised. However, six new families of ducks were finding the slough to their liking, along with a 

muskrat and a family of beavers. Given an upgraded circular walk, future generations of Prince George 

residents would echo their sentiment. 


